ACCOMPANIMENT IN THE ELCA

Definition: Working together in solidarity, practicing interdependence and mutuality. It’s a

way of engaging in mission that emphasizes shared ministry, mutual respect, and
recognizing the gifts and dignity of all involved. This approach moves beyond a
traditional donor-recipient model to one of equal exchange and reciprocal
learning.

Core Values

Mutuality: Recognizing that everyone has gifts to offer and needs to be met; mission is
“with” rather than “to.”

Inclusivity: Actively working to build relationships across boundaries and identifying
community habits that might exclude others.

Vulnerability: Modeled after Jesus, this involves opening oneself to others, receiving
hospitality, and giving up control.

Empowerment: Identifying and correcting power imbalances, often by letting go of one’s
own power to support the agency of others.

Sustainability: Committing to long-term relationships and embedding projects with the
whole community to ensure they last.

Scriptural Foundations

The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35): This is the primary biblical model for
accompaniment. It illustrates Jesus walking alongside his disciples, listening to their
stories, and only being fully recognized in the "breaking of the bread".

Koinonia (Fellowship): The New Testament concept of koinonia—a deep, communal
participation in the life of Christ—is cited as the basis for the mutual interdependence
seen in accompaniment.

Incarnational Theology: Just as God became human and vulnerable in Jesus, the ELCA
views mission as an act of becoming vulnerable and open to being changed by the
"other.”

Core Theological Shifts

Mission as Missio Dei: The "Mission of God" (Missio Dei) posits that mission belongs to
God, not the church. The church’s role is to discover where God is already at work and
join in.

Mutual Stewardship of Gifts: Theology of the "Body of Christ" implies that all
members—regardless of wealth or status—have spiritual gifts to share. In
accompaniment, receiving a gift is as theologically significant as giving one.

Dignity and the Imago Dei: Because every person is created in the Image of God (/mago
Dei), accompaniment rejects labels like "the poor" or "donors," instead viewing all as
equal neighbors in God's household.

Theology of the Cross: This Lutheran hallmark informs the value of solidarity,
emphasizing standing with those who suffer rather than just providing distant charity.



A lot of mission work historically looked like this: there is God’s story, my story and your story.
Mission meant me bringing God’s story to you. God’s story is on my side and you are on the
other side. I’'m crossing boundaries to bring God to you.

Accompaniment invites us to see differently: In reconciliation, we realize that my story and
your story are not divided by boundaries, but are both reconciled within God’s story.

GOD’S STORY

YOUR STORY




