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DEATHS OF ROSTERED MINISTERS 
 

Deacon Martha Fisher 
 

Deacon Martha Fisher, 91, passed away on February 8, 2026. She died peacefully in her sleep. 
She was born September 18, 1934. Her death came at 7:20 am on a Sunday morning, when she 
would normally be getting ready for church, having been a church organist and choir director for 
over 70 years.  
 
Martha grew up in row-house Reading, Pennsylvania, with her younger brother John and parents 
Theodore and Catharine (Bond) Breisch. She received her violin from her uncle, George Kurtz. 
She was a fast study on piano and by the time she was 16, she was playing organ for a Reading 
church. In high school, she was encouraged to consider a career in church music by the music 
director at Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, Grace Starr. After graduating from Reading High in 
1952, she rode the train for three days to begin her church organ career at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield, Minnesota.  
 
During her years at college, she reconnected with fellow row-house Reading acquaintance, 
David Fisher. David had been serving in the Army on the border between East and West 
Germany. His GI Bill attendance at the University of Minnesota brought their worlds together, 
and they were married June 3, 1956, the same day she graduated from St. Olaf with a Bachelor 
of Music in Church Organ.  
 
Unable to stay away from church life, Martha assumed the Organist and Choir Director position 
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Quakertown from 1974 to 1986. She ran choirs, bell choirs, trained 
future organists with her Organ Scholarship Program, produced “Amahl and the Night Visitors” 
with church youth. With some additional studies, Martha became a Deacon in the ELCA. 
 
Martha was preceded in death by her husband David Fisher; her parents, Theodore and Catharine 
(Bond) Breisch; her brother, John Breisch; and many beloved extended family who will be 
receiving her to their heavenly choir. 
 
Funeral Services were held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Perkasie, PA on March 28, 2026 at 
11AM and visitation beginning 10am; and Telford Lutheran Community on March 30, 2026 at 
2pm, visitation beginning at 1pm. 
 
Link to full obituary https://www.cremationofpennsylvania.com/obituaries/blue-bell-pa/martha-
fisher-12743546  

 
The Rev. Ellen M. Anderson 

 
The Reverend Ellen Marie Anderson, 73, died on January 5, 2026. She was born on December 
31, 1952, and lived a life defined by generosity, compassion, and an instinctive care for others. 
 
Ellen was the daughter of the late Arvid and Marjorie Anderson and is also lovingly remembered 
by her stepmother, Nancy Anderson. She was a devoted mother to her daughters, Molly 
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Anderson and Lily Anderson, and a proud grandmother to Landon and Jackson Markley. She is 
survived by her brothers, Bruce Anderson (Nancy) and Brent Anderson (Barbara), along with 
many beloved family members and lifelong friends. 
 
Ellen’s life was marked by service. She spent more than two decades working in social work, 
advocating for, and supporting others with deep empathy and loving determination. Later, she 
followed a call into ministry, receiving her theological education at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary in Philadelphia. She faithfully served the Church in a variety of settings, including 
Dinkey Memorial Lutheran Church in Jim Thorpe; St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in Allentown; 
the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia; and Living Word Lutheran Church in 
Roslyn. 
 
A funeral celebrating Ellen’s life was held on Saturday, April 11, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at Upper 
Dublin Lutheran Church, 411 Susquehanna Road, Ambler, Pennsylvania. Visitation with the 
family preceded the service, beginning at 10:00 a.m. Following the service was a committal at 
Rose Hill Cemetery.  
 
Link to full obituary https://everloved.com/life-of/ellen-anderson/obituary/  

 
 

The Rev. Russell G. Jenkins 
 

The Reverend Russell Gibson Jenkins, age 99, of Overbrook, Philadelphia, PA, passed away on 
December 30, 2025. Beloved uncle to 14 nieces and nephews. Born in Philadelphia on April 28, 
1926, to James Beebe Jenkins and Adaline Margaretta Reed, he was the youngest of ten siblings. 
He was baptized and confirmed at Temple Lutheran Church in West Philadelphia. 
 
Drafted into the United States Army at 18, Reverend Jenkins served with the 4th Infantry 
Division in southern Germany during World War II, attaining the rank of Staff Sergeant. After 
his military service, he worked in business and volunteered with the Lutheran Inner Mission 
Society of Philadelphia. He later pursued a calling to ministry, graduating from Muhlenberg 
College and the Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia. 
 
His pastoral career included service at Saint John’s Lutheran Church Mayfair in Philadelphia, 
Saint John’s Lutheran Church in Newark, NJ, and Holy Spirit Lutheran Church in Villas, NJ. In 
retirement, he continued to support local congregations and provided visitation to those in need. 
 
A Celebration of Life Service was held on Monday, January 12, 2026, at 10am at Saint Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, 104 South Village Avenue, Lionville, PA 19341. Friends may visit from 9 to 
10am. Interment will follow at Arlington Cemetery in Drexel Hill, PA. Please note, we will not 
be traveling in procession to the cemetery. Please meet at the cemetery office at 12:15 PM.  
 
For full obituary visit https://www.jamesterryfuneralhome.com/obituaries/Rev-Russell-Gibson-
Jenkins?obId=46837956  
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The Rev. Joyce Nelson 
 

The Reverend Joyce Elizabeth Nelson left her life in Summerville, South Carolina, to be 
welcomed into the arms of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. Joyce died peacefully in the presence of 
Daryl, her loving husband for almost 55 years. In the year preceding her death, Joyce fought a 
courageous battle with pancreatic cancer.  
 
Pastor Joyce is survived by her son, Brent Nelson, and his wife, Diana, and their children, Evie, 
Aidan, and Killian; and by her daughter, Carrie Brown, and her husband, Carl, and their children, 
Selah and Ella. Joyce is also survived by two sisters, Cheryl Ellzey and Renee VanCooney. She 
was preceded in death by her parents Glenn and Lila Ellzey. 
 
From 1990 to 2018 Joyce was the pastor of Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Montgomeryville, Pennsylvania. During those years Joyce helped to shape the congregation’s 
identity as the church “where the name of Jesus is spoken.” She elevated Christian music as an 
expression of both joy and testimony believing as Martin Luther did that “music was the living 
voice of the gospel, a gift from God to be used in all its fullness in Christian praise and prayer.” 
In addition to the usual tasks of pastoral ministry Joyce was a promoter of diverse worship 
experiences and was an enthusiastic teacher of the Bible. Together with many committed lay 
learners Joyce explored the scriptures from Genesis through Revelation. As a supplement to her 
Bible teaching Joyce led tours to Israel to further understand the land of the Bible which is 
sometimes described as “The Fifth Gospel.” After her retirement and in late 2022 Joyce and 
Daryl left Pennsylvania for Summerville, South Carolina to be close to their daughter Carrie and 
her family. 
 
A celebration of life will be held at the Summerville Church of the Nazarene at 11:00 am on 
Friday, August 22. Interment will be private. Joyce will be deeply missed by her family and 
friends, her former parishioners, and by her loving neighbors in Summerville. Memorials may be 
sent to Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church of Montgomeryville, Pennsylvania, or the 
Summerville Church of the Nazarene in South Carolina. 
 
For full obituary visit https://www.parksfuneralhome.com/obituary/Joyce-Nelson  
 
 

The Rev. Margaret (Peggy) Frischmann 
 

The Reverend Margaret “Peggy” Davis Frischmann, 87, of Newtown, Pennsylvania, passed 
away on June 11, 2025. 
 
Peggy was born on September 25, 1937 to William Galbreath Davis and (Willa) Virginia Greer 
Davis in Cardiff, Maryland in Harford County. She was an only child but grew up surrounded by 
family in the close-knit community where her parents managed an 80-acre dairy farm. After 
Peggy graduated from North Harford High School in 1955, she went on to study music at 
Maryville College in Tennessee. After graduating with a BA in organ music, she went on to earn 
a master’s degree in this field at Westminster College in Princeton, New Jersey while 
simultaneously beginning her career as a church musician. 
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Peggy moved to Bucks County, Pennsylvania with her young family in 1971 where she lived–
first in Washington’s Crossing, later Ivyland, and ultimately Newtown–for the rest of her life. In 
1975 she became the Director of Music at the rapidly growing Lutheran Church of God’s Love 
in Newtown, where she stayed for 36 years. In addition to her busy roles as organist, church 
choir director, and a loving, active mom of three, she was the beloved private piano and voice 
teacher to scores of students over the years. 
 
At age 65, Peggy followed the calling she had long felt in her heart, but had so far deferred, and 
attended the seminary. She earned her Master of Divinity from the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary of Philadelphia (now United Lutheran Seminary) and was ordained by the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of America in 2008. She received the call at St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church in 
Feasterville, Pennsylvania, where she was associate and then Senior Pastor from 2008 until her 
retirement in 2019. 
 
Services were held at Lutheran Church of God’s Love of Newtown, PA on June 18, 2025 at 
11:00 am with family visitation at 10:00 am.  
 
For full obituary visit https://www.lifecelebration.com/obituaries/Margaret-Peggy-Davis-
Frischmann?obId=42933922  
 
 
 

Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA 
Report of the Secretary – Changes to the Roster 

May 13, 2025 to May 2, 2026 
 
 

Ordinations 
Deacon Paula Estornell (10/19/2025) 
Deacon Alison Clark (12/06/2025) 
The Rev. Jessica Zurcher (02/14/2026) 
The Rev. Madison DeLuca (05/02/2026) 
 
Deaths 
The Rev. Margaret Frischmann (06/11/2025) 
The Rev. Joyce E. Nelson – (08/16/2025 
The Rev. Russel G. Jenkins – (12/30/2025) 
The Rev. Ellen Anderson – (01/05/2026) 
Deacon Martha Fisher – (02/07/2026) 
 
Transfers from Other Synods 
Drummond, Christopher (The Rev.) from Metro Chicago  

Synod to pastor at Holy Spirit (Secane) effective  
04/06/2026 

Marcus, Grace (Deacon) from North Carolina Synod  
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to administrative assistant II at Network of ELCA  
Colleges and Universities effective 01/05/2026 

Mullins, McIver (The Rev.) from Southeastern Ohio Synod 
 to associate pastor at St. Paul’s Doylestown effective 
 08/01/2025 
Wells, Lamont A. (The Rev.) from Metro New York Synod as  

Executive Director at Network of ELCA Colleges and  
Universities effective 05/12/2025 

Wieber, Harriet (The Rev.) Metro New York Synod as retired  
effective 04/29/2026 

 
Transfers to Other Synods 
Heidgerd, John (The Rev.) to Metro New York Synod effective 
 06/16/2025 
Krause, Nathan (The Rev.) to Northeastern Ohio Synod  

effective 08/01/2025 
Moritz, Wayne (The Rev.) to Delaware Maryland Synod 
 effective 01/14/2026 
Steele, George Stanley (The Rev.) to Delaware Maryland  

Synod effective 09/25/2025 
 
Invitation to Extended Service – Full Communion Partners 
Wiseman, Karyn (Rev. Dr.) rostered with the PA Southeast  

Conference – United Church of Christ (UCC)  
serving as pastor at St. Mark’s (Conshohocken) 
effective 09/15/2025 

 
Roster Changes 
Aasheim, Sarah (The Rev.) from term call to settled full-time  

pastor at Trinity (Perkasie) effective 12/08/2025 
Brown, Sandra (The Rev.) from interim ministry at Immanuel  

(Philadelphia) to interim ministry at  
Emmaus Road (Levittown) effective 
03/01/2026 

DeLuca, Madison (The Rev.) from seminary to 
 Pastor at Little Zion (Telford) effective 
 05/02/2026 
Eaddy, Cornelius (The Rev.) from on leave to retirement 
 effective 01/01/2026 
Eisenberg, Daniel (The Rev.) from full time to ¾ time  

at St. John’s Mayfair effective 04/07/2026 
Esternoll, Paula (Deacon) seminary to Director,  

at Wellness Center – Grace (Broomall) 
effective 10/19/2025 

Finney, Matthew (The Rev.) from St. Paul’s  
(Sassassmansville) to pastor at Christ  
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(Harleysville) effective 03/23/2026 
Lang, Susan (The Rev.) from on leave effective to retirement 

effective 12/01/2025 
Peterman, Janet (The Rev.) from interim ministry to  
 retirement effective 11/01/2025 
Rea, Stacey-Kyle (The Rev.) from on leave to part-time pastor 

at Trinity (Havertown) effective 05/01/2026 
Raabe, Nancy (The Rev.) from pastor at Grace (Hatfield) to  
 retirement effective 07/01/2025 
Roderick-Schnaath, Heidi (The Rev.) from interim  
 Ministry at St. Mark’s Conshohocken) to interim 
 Ministry at Redeemer (Jamison) effective 
 09/21/2025 
Staub, Scott (The Rev.) from pastor at New Hanover (Gilbertsville) 
 to retirement effective 01/01/2026 
Zurcher, Jessica (The Rev.) from seminary to part-time  

pastor (term call) at Holy Trinity (Narberth) 
effective 02/14/2026 

 


